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Toby Matthiesen traces the politics of the Shia in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia from the

nineteenth century until the present day. This book outlines the difficult experiences of being Shia in

a Wahhabi state, and casts new light on how the Shia have mobilised politically to change their

position. Shia petitioned the rulers, joined secular opposition parties and founded Islamist

movements. Most Saudi Shia opposition activists profited from an amnesty in 1993 and

subsequently found a place in civil society and the public sphere. However, since 2011 a new Shia

protest movement has again challenged the state. The Other Saudis shows how exclusionary state

practices created an internal Other and how sectarian discrimination has strengthened Shia

communal identities. The book is based on little-known Arabic sources, extensive fieldwork in Saudi

Arabia and interviews with key activists. Of immense geopolitical importance, the oil-rich Eastern

Province is a crucial but little known factor in regional politics and Gulf security.
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The Other Saudis provides its readers with rich and thorough information and background about the

Shia in the Current SAUDI Arabia. This book is helpful for any person who would like to understand

how the other Saudis live and aspire for equal rights and freedom. It is also helpful for those who

would like to know what would be the future of Saudi Arabia in the coming decade. The other

Saudis are lest known outstanding de the KSA and the author was successful in bringing what

appeared to be a silent minority into the international community.



This is a brilliant book, well-researched and well-written. It is also objective and a great read.

Very detailed informative book that is based on Arabic sources. I was surprised for several time of

the much of details written by a non-Qatifi person. Highly recommended for those who have

researches or interested about Shia in Saudi Arabia.
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